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Whether you call them kicks or sneakers, runners or gutties, you probably have a pair of athletic

shoes in your closet. The earliest sneakers debuted in the 1800s and weren't much more than a

canvas upper and a flexible sole made of a crazy new materialÃ¢â‚¬â€•rubber. The stuff might have

been new to Americans then, but for thousands of years, the indigenous peoples of the  Basin of

South America had been using latex made from the milky sap of hevea trees to protect their feet

from rocks, sticks, and biting insects. Once Charles Goodyear figured out how to make the stuff

more durable, sneakers were here to stay. Early sneakers were initially designed for elite athletes,

but kids and teens quickly adopted them. Some of the first brands included Converse, Brooks, and

Saucony. German companies Adidas and Puma started up during World War II. The Nike shoe

debuted in the 1970s (with a bit of inspiration from a waffle iron). As fitness crazes took off in the

1980s, people all over the world started buying the shoes for workouts and everyday wear. At about

the same time, companies began hiring high-profile athletes and pop stars for big-dollar

endorsements, and shoe sales soared into the stratosphere to the tune of billions of dollars each

year. In Sneaker Century, follow sneaker fashions and the larger-than-life personalities behind the

best known athletic shoe brands in history. Learn how teen sneakerheads became important style

makers and drove the success of NIKE, Inc., and other shoe companies. Look behind the scenes at

the labor-intensive process of manufacturing sneakers. Explore the sneaker frontier of the

futureÃ¢â‚¬â€•recycled shoes, earth-friendly initiatives, and high-fashion statements. Get ready to

speed through the Sneaker Century!
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Wonderful, engaging book about the history of sneakers and how school, sports, music drove their

popularity. Lots of fun trivia about shoe companies. Great for elementary and middle school

classrooms.

This is not an actual book but a 50-page pamphlet about the history of sneakers directed at

grade-school level children.

Very good book, my son loved it. The book was in great condition and came faster than expected
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